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introduced a Bill appointing a Committee of enquiry in regard to matters South. This is useless unless men are appointed who are fully acquainted with these people. Howard, I learn here, was completely sold out when on his Southern trip, and the negroes so understand it. I told Stanton that he was unfit for his place, and I now know it. I would be willing to serve for nothing if I could be put in a position to help this country. Had I charge of Freedmen's Bureau, with force to support me in say, two or three of these states, I would make the negroes all right and contented, and the country produce largely.
But these states in the meantime must be prevented from legislating. Miss, has passed a law preventing negroes from leasing land, etc., which is demoralizing.
The fact is, that if something is not done, the negroes will turn on the whites, and who can blame them? Use your influence in Congress and have something done. Tell Mr. Johnson that he is being cheated. I will be here for several weeks, when I will come to the North via Washington.
I wish you would write me here, care Burns and Shaffer.
Truly your friend, J. W. SHAFFER
From General Butter
LOWELL, December llth, 1865
To the Hon. E. M. STANTON, Secy, of War
SIR: When in command of the Department of the Gulf a sum of fifty-nine thousand dollars in gold was captured by the army in New Orleans, supposed to belong to the United States before the war, but when captured the property of public enemies, Samuel Smith & Brothers, then agents for the Confederate Loan in New Orleans. At the request of the claimants, the board of survey was convened to determine whether there was just ground of detention of the money as the property of the United States, irrespective of the question of its capture as prize of war, and the board determined that the question should be submitted to the Government at Washington as to part of it, to wit fifty thousand dollars, the remainder was thereupon returned to the claimants. This report was duly forwarded. When relieved from the command of that department, I returned the facts of the capture of this property to the War Department, and put on file a memorandum detailing all the circumstances which seemed necessary to explain it, which return was approved by the Secretary of War.